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Preface

This book is written for students, educators and researchers who are
beginners to using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).
It consists of six topics on parametric statistical analysis methods and
procedures that are often used in the education and social science
practice and research. The book starts off with the t-test which is a
familiar inferential statistical analysis method to many in the social
science discipline.

Each topic is dedicated to one particular statistical method only which
makes the book an easy reference to use. A topic begins with a brief
description of a specific method; what it is, and where it is to be
applied, followed by an example on the procedure for using SPSS, and
ends with a set of questions for enhancing a reader’s statistical analysis
skills using SPSS.

The procedure for conducting a particular statistical analysis method
is explained clearly, step by step using simple and precise language
with the aid of actual SPSS screen shots that promotes ease of
understanding. In addition to an explanation on how to conduct a
statistical analysis procedure, this book also gives explanations on
how the analysis results should be properly interpreted. Thus, a reader
can make a correct interpretation of the results obtained. Making the
correct interpretation is critical towards arriving at a correct conclusion!
All examples shown in this book are based on another statistics book
entitled Statistics for Education Research.

A unique feature of this book which is not often found in other
statistics book is that, it gives an explanation on how a test result can be
professionally reported using a well known format, i.e. the American
Psychological Association format (APA). Knowing how to report
results properly helps in improving the quality of a report, thesis or a
research paper.

We believe that this book would make a good reference for everyone
who wishes to develop and further their statistical analysis skills using
SPSS. With good reference, it is expected that readers will be able to
conduct statistical analysis procedures correctly using SPSS; able to
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